Minutes
Sanilac Township Planning Commission
Sanilac Township Hall
20 N. Ridge Street
Port Sanilac , Michigan 48469
November 19, 2025

A regular meeting of the Sanilac Township Planning Commission was held on November 19,
2025 at 6:00 p.m.

The Call to Order by John Goike, Chairman, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
The Roll Call shows all members present.

Consideration of the Agenda with any changes, additions or deletions brings a request for an
addition to the Agenda by Chair, John Goike in regards to a Q&A discussion on the ZBA's range
of authority with regards to the appeal process. A second request for addition to the Agenda
was made by Dan Finn to place the topic of Data Center/ Crypto Centers on the Agenda for
discussion as well. A Motion to place both on the Agenda under New Business was made by
Dan Finn and Seconded by Mike Preston. Motion Carried.

Consideration of the Minutes for October 16, 2025 brought a Motion by Dan Finn and a Second
by Tammy Massman to accept as written. Motion Carried.

Board Report by Trustee, Tammy Massman: Her report centers around an apartment complex
within the Township with repeated complaints on many fronts. The Property owner has been
cited on these non-compliant issues and the Health Dept has become involved. One problem
has been that many of the complaints have gone to the Village, which does not have jurisdiction
of this property. The second part of her report is to inform us that the job description for the
Zoning Administrator has posted on the Township website.

Zoning Administrator Report: None

A Motion to accept the Reports was made by Denise Bush and Seconded by Bob Dear. Motion
Carried.

Old Business:

1) Review copy of IPMC: The Commissioners each have access to a copy of the IPMC
and since this is a long term project we had a discussion on how is best to proceed. The
consensus was to review Chapter 7 first for next month since this chapter deals with fire
safety requirements ( which was the topic which moved this project forward). We feel
taking one chapter at a time and utilizing what is most applicable for the needs of the
Township will be our best approach. And with each item we cherry-pick, we must be



mindful has to how to build in a compliance component. We have also been sent the
PDF of Chapter110 Port Sanilac * Business Regulations to read before next meeting.
2) Noise Ordinance was tabled since no information has come to us from the Board.

New Business:

1) A Dog Kennel dispute: A publication on this dispute has brought up questions as to the
scope of the jurisdictional power of the our ZBA in regards to being able to settle
disputes rather than having to go to Circuit Court. Bob Dear volunteered to review the
Township’s current ZBA policy and report next month.

2) Data Center/ Crypto Centers : The topic was added for discussion since it has been in
the news lately. Townships here in Michigan are seeing the infiltration in cities as well as
rural areas. Not having any Ordinances in place can cause a certain vulnerability that
perhaps we need to avoid. Requiring them to need Special Land Use permits. Only
allowing them in Industrial areas with them having to provide all infrastructure, and a
clear plan on the large amounts of water needed for these project. Since most of the
Township population relays on wells for their water we must not allow a project like these
to come in and destroy our aquifers. We will look for information for next month meeting.

Public Comments : None
Next Meeting : December 17, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.

Motion to Adjourn was made by Tammy Massman and Seconded by Branden Mack, Motion
Carried.

Meeting Adjourned at 7:11 by Chairman, John Goike.

Respectfully Submitted,
Denise Bush, Secretary



