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Board for action on bahall of what is best Tos theer eo

This is the annual report of the Sanilae Township Planning Commession . The Planning Cormmisston

STITTILENILY .

repon for submission lo thew Boand of Trustees. This repor! is
1o show their sccomplishiments or progness on tasks assgned
and to increase information sharing transparancy. TS
public recond helps aid in the planming process in upcoming
issues and the pronties they may produce. Budget planning
can be determined o changed by the sclions derived by the
Planning Commissian from how they irvestigate and put forward problem solving sohulions 1o the

is comprised of six maembers appoinied by the Sonilac Township Soard, and ane (1} Board
Represenalive wheo is a woting member an both and acts as lalser betwen the Boaed and the
Panning Commission. A1 the ond of the 20232024 report the Membens were the Tallowing

In compliance with the Michigon Enabiing 4ot of 2008 Michigan
Planning Commissions are required Yo prepare an annual
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Zoning Administrator's Report

June - December 2024

FParmit Address s Project Description
2838 M. Lakeshare Demolition 23x27
2840 1635 5. Lakeshore 151 permit 2885 adding more deck 1o onginal plan
2942 1391 N, State Rd Sddifion 1o agricuttural shad t
2843 750 Groening Rd Adddition o deck :
2944 932 S. Ridge Rd Pole Barn 3258
2845 B353 E, Sanilac Rd Diemolition of House \
2945 El 5362 E. Sanilac Rd H New Home 1100.50. .
| 2047 5489 Washington Rd | Demiition of House
| 2948 5409 Washington Rd Meow House 1000 sq. §.
| 2948 530 N. Lakeshore Rd Addiiion 14x22 308 sq.ft
2950 H 850 N. Lakeshore g Removal and replacing with new deck 384 sq.ft
2951 5115 Townsend Hd Demo House (1301) and new House 24x80 {1840 ‘
2952 || 2345 Greening Rel Ig Deck (200 sg.R) I
2953 26255 Lokeshore Ro || Shed 10x20 |
| 2954 || 6756 Derty Rd | adition 16x16 255 st |
2955 1185 3. Lakeshore Fd Addition 732 sg.i. ! palio 467 g8
2958 1081 8. Lakeshore ‘ Fence 318H#




2024-2025 Calendar of Regularly Scheduled Meetings

2024 Meeting Dates

June 8, 2024 Absent John Goke

Juby &, 2024 Absent, Kurtis Steeb, Zoning Administrator
August 1, 2024 Absent, Kurtis Steeb, Zoning Admimstrator
September § 2024 fbsent, Kurtis Steeh, Zoning Administrator
October 3, 2024 Absent, Kuris Steeb, Zoning Admimstrator
Neswambar 7, 2024 Absent, Kurtis Stest, Zoning Administrator
Dacember 5,2024 Mbzent, Tammy Massman, Kurlis Stesb

2025 Meeting Dates
The Sanilac Township Planming Comenission met for its regular mestings on the drd
Wednesday of the month for the 2025 year at the Township Hall located st 20 M. Ridge Street
at 5:00 pom. on the following dates:

Jaruary 15, 2025 Absent, John Goke

February 19, 2025 Al members present

March 19, 2025 Absert Bob Dear

April 16, 2025 Al mambers present

May 21, 2025 Absent Mike Preston

Juns 18, 2025 Apsent Tammy Massman, Trusies

With the retirement of Cornne Falls, Mk Proston was apposted to 81 bee seat

Adter the retirement of Bill Noclke, Tammy Massman neplaced bios as Boand Representatsve to the
Plansung Comenission

Afler the resignalion of Zoning Administrator, Kurtis Stesb, Dan Kelly, Township Supsrvisar
has stepped up 1o fill in until 8 new Zomng Administrator is found.




Planning Commission Projects 2024 - 2025

The beginning of the 2024-2025 fiscal year with the eteclion of the Planning Commission
Otficials staying the same, we were ready 1o go Torward with a wide range of projects. Our Shont
Term Rental Qndinance was in iU's final stages being fine funed on areas, upgrade requirements.
Work was beginning on the application form that could be used and how 1o keep the process a5
sireamlined as possible. & Good Neighbor policy informational sheet was drawn up which is o
accompany an application fom.

ARer the Public Hearing Held May 1, 2024 with Adam Young, { Wade Trim] the lead writer of
the companion Crdinances present to answer any guestons.

The Saniac Township Board of Trustee passed the Companion Ordinances on Septamber 24,
2024,
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Master Plan Revision

In 223, the Sanilac Township Placning Commission began reviewing the 2011 version of
the Township's Master Plan. & few of the Commission members felt although much of the
Muster Plan was very outdated, some of it still rang true,

W had contncted Carlisle MWortman Associates of Ann Acbor | the company that had
prepared the 2011 Master Plan. They were not interested but were willing to send us the
original Word decument. With the high cost to the Townshipand taxpayers to lirea new
copsulting company 1o rewrile the upduted version, the Commussion decided to look at the
possibility of reviewing and renewing the new Master Plon ourselves. A subcommitios wis
tsked 1o begin the process. The subcommittee moembers were Denise Bush, Dan Fon, and
Bob Dear. An alterutive member , Branden Mock worked on the survey, whale Denise Buash
waorked independently on updating statistical information.

Step 1:

i June 2024, the survey consisted of the mass mailing to all howseholds allowang residents
to complete (e survey vie, QR code linking them direetly to the survey, going 1o the Township
wehsite, or going to the Township hall during office hours, Approx, 230 houscholds responded.

The infarmation ohtmmed s tabuloted and diseussed. By August, the subcommitte mde
the determination o updabe the Plan with relevant mbormation perlamng directly and
personally 1o the Towaship's needs. Ruther than s cold elinieal copy oflen given by s
consulton.

Step I
By the end of 2024, the frst drfls of the Chapter T & 2 wore reviewed by the fufl
Commission. And the cover of the renewed Master Plan was agreed on.




As the October 16, 2004 regular mecting of the Planning Commisston , o Motion swas made By
Tyan Finn and Seconded by Bill Koelke wo delegate Denise Bush and Mike Freston to draft a
companton Cirdinanee 1o accompary our Solar and Wind Ordirances but i regards 1o a Battery
Srorage fmordity,

On Movemiver 29, 2024, the State of Michigan signed tete lvw Public Act 2353 of 2023 Ths new
I granve the Michigen Public Service Comeisston autbority over large- scale energy facalities
including hatery stormge. The Act did allow lycal governmments to keep perminmg sutherity i 2
muricipality bud o compatible renewable energy ordinenes (CREQY complyang with the reguincnens
outhined in the Act.

Lisimg the CREO reguiterments that were owtlined by the Swte i regards 1o Public Act 233, Denise
[hushs amel Bike Preston were able tooweite 2 deadl Banery Storage Facility Ordinance whach stved
wtliin the State reguirenmems.

Thee drafl was sent by Denise Buosh te Greg Holman, (Sanilie Cowsty Emergency Munager) for bis
thoughts on Fire issues, and with his imput | o reference o Chaprer 18, from the Matiesa] Fire
Protection Association (NFPAY was added to the dradt.

The draft was reviewed by e Commussion at the Febnnry 19, 2025 meeting and o Muotion was made
b Dan Foim and Secoded by Bob Do tha the deafl would be sent o the Township Anermey for bas
ASKESSMEn.

By the March 19, 2025 Commission Secting, the Battery Storage Ordinance had been reviewed by
the Attorney and mo changes were made other than he suggesied that the Drdinaoce be rewrirten by
following the same look and format as the Solyr Ordinanos. Dentse Bush complied 1o this request

The Commitssion also moved to send the Noise Cirdinance to the attorney at the sante Ume as g oost
savien elfort

A Publie Hearing was beld on Wednesday, Mav 21, 2025 in complianee with Open Meeting Act
PORAT BP0 PA 26T, MCLIE261-15.275

A b mecting of June 18, 20235 a Motion was Made by Mike Preston and Seconded by Bob Dear o
send 1he Batery Storage Crdinanee o the Board of Trostees,



Sanilac Township Planning Commission
Annual Report Part 1 - 2025 (of the 25-26 report)

As arequired part of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Act 33 of 2008, Article I,
Section 19, (2) 125.361%: “ A Planning Commission shall make an annual written report to
the legislative body conceming its operations and the status of planming activities, including
recommendations regarding actions by the legislative body related to planning and
development. "

History: 2008 Act 33, ff, Sepl 1, 2008

The requirement for an Annual report does not specify that it be the Calendar year or Fiscal
vear, This report contains the end of the year 2025 since many of the projects that the Sanilac
Township Planning Commissien worked on were brought to completion by the end of the year
2025.

Adfter lasing two (2} seasoned members to retirement, (Bill Noelke and Corinne Falls)
the 2025 Planning Commission welcomed Board representative, Tammry Massman and
comrmunity member Mike Preston. Both have settled in to join the team. Bob Dear
chose to step back and nominated Denise Bush to act as Secretary.

Meeting Schedule June -December 2025

The Sanilac Township Planning Commission which met for its regular meetings on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month for the 2025 year at the Township Hall located at 20 N . Ridge
Street at 6:00 p.m. on the following dates:

June 18, 2025 Absent: Tammy Massman
Tuly 16, 2025 Meeting Cancelled
August 20, 2025 All Present

September 17, 2025 All Present

Qetober 15, 2025 All Present

November 19, 2025 All Present
December 17, 2025 All Present

Public Hearings:
Angust 20, 2025 72 00 pom. Master Flan



The Sanilac Township Master Plan

The most notable accomplishment
of the 2025 Planning Commission was
> the completion of the Sanilac
Township Master Plan. This updated
plan renewed our goals for the future.

The sub-commitiee of Planning
Commission members comprised of
Denise Bush, Dan Finn and Bob Dear
with Branden Mack as the altermate
member. These members did the
majority of the work at an almost zero
cost compared Lo other Townships,
The main expense was the poslicard
and mailing.

It was kicked off in 2024 with 2
community survey which produced a
wealth of knowledge from the public.

We were proud o submil the
finished product to the Board for
approval ,

These next two pages were the last
pages in the Master Plan and sum it

Sanilac Townghip +»
Master Plan

up pretty well.
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The Master Plan Recap

Sanllac Township is:

Located on the eastern shoraline of Michigan Lake Huron in the Thumb araa.

Wie are a dual Community made up of a Lakeshore resort area and an Agricultural

Farming Community,

We have a population of 2301{ST) 567 in (PS)

Mostly 2 person households

Egually Male and Female, onginally White, Scotch, Irish, and English decent

143 of population currently 65 years and oldar

Median age of 55 to 58 years

Median income about $45,000

4.4% in Sanifac Township,8.54% in Port Sanilac with income falling $15,000 ar below

Sanitac Township 16.5 % and Porl Sanilac 24. 7% with at inast 4 years of College
Median house vaelue approx. $140,000, bul very diversa between farm
houses 10 Juxury mansions and vacation homes along the shore.

Total housing units approx. 1864 {ST) and 457{PS)

Our general areg , wea are self-sufficient in basic needs

Bul do nead betier cellular, internet services

We will need more senior housing to accommodate an aging population

Lakeshore area-Tourist, seasonal residents, short lerm rentals, boating, swimming,

fishing,etc.

West of M-25 is agricullural farming of crops. catile, efc.

Qur Commercial and Industrial is derived from Boating and Farming needs

Geals and strategies oullined our vision for the future

Community Survey allowed residents to vaice their opinions

Their voices will help decide how fo implement decisions made
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This was the final page in the 2025 Sanilac Township Master Plan.

Sanilac Township Master Plan- 2023
Final Analysis

Sanilac Tewnship, because of its location is a quiet, but complex dual economical
area. Driving north on M-25 looking to the cast you see the many nestled cottages,
houses and mansions all sharing the same wonderful view of Lake Huron. These
residents are a mix of permanent, seasonal and of lately, short term rentals. The seasonal
residents in many cases have owned 2nd homes here for years, generations even. They
are an important part of our economy. In summer these property owners and the tourism
they produce fluctuate our service needs on a seasonal basis.

Driving inland in our township you see a totally different picture. Open land, fields
and farms for as far as the eye can see. What you may not see, or realize, is that you are
looking at an area of mostly self-employed, independent businesses. The American
farmer. These hard working families ate running a complex business model which
includes long hard days and nights of work when necessary. Loans, very expensive
equipment, a vast knowledge of everything from Chemistry, mechanics, to botany,
finance, and risk management.

Even the people who have given up on farming their own land, rather than sell it,
will generally lease it out to a neighbor or larger farmer in the area to protect it. They
too became a family business, LLC or Trusts.

S0 t0 some it may scem that Sanilac Township has not progressed much in the last
decade, but we in fact have worked hard to keep a bit of that quaint rural charm that
many long to have in this hectic world we live in,

This Master plan we have renewed our focus on adding the things we need and
carefully reviewing the things we don't.

This next page is a result of the Enabling Act’s requirement of sending an electronic
or paper copy of our Master Plan to bordering municipalities such as Port Sanilac and
Townships. The result yvielded a letter of approval and praise from the Village of Port
Sanilac.
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Seplember 24, 20723

Toi Sanilac Township Planning Comemission

From: Willage of Port Sanilac Planning Commission

Re:  Sanilae Township Master Plan

On behalf of the Village of Port Sanilac Planning Commission, we would like 1o congrstulste voo on
the revision of vour Master Plan, Having completed our Master Plan in 2024, we understand the work
and 1ime mywnlved o accomplish this sk,

Our members reviewed the plon with facus on vour poals and objectives and wish v eompliment and
enderse vour vision for the tovwnship. Maintaining the agricultural histary of Sanilac Township while
looking 2t future growth is valeable, Your geals and objectives align very well with those in our
Muaster Plan — maintaining a welceming smull town atmosphere while recogmzing the importance of
managed growth,

Wi fully endorse vour Master Plan and Joek forward 1o working with Sanilac Township on fssues and

growth for botl cormmunities,

Congraulations and Best Wishes!

Marv M. Simon, Chair
Village of Perr Saniloe Planning Commission
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Annual Report Part 1- 2025

Sanilac Township's
Battery Management System
An Ordinance to Amend the Sanitac Township Zoning Ordinance to establish rules and

regulations for the Planning, construction, operation and location of @ Utility- Scale
Battery Energy Storage System.

Arficle 6.53
Section 6.53 was sent fo the Board for consideration on June 18, 2025, 4 setback
requirement was changed from 50 ft. to 100. The change was made and resubmitted.
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